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TO THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE ASYLUM 
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AND 


' HUMBLY RECOMMENDED TO THEIR SERIOUS, ATTENTIVE 
PERUSAL, 


BY THEIR OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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LUKE ii. 34. 


BEHOLD THIS CHILD Is SET FOR THE FALL AND 


RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL; AND FOR 
A SIGN THAT SHALL BE SPOKEN AGAINST. 


FT HIS prophecy is a metaphorical allu- 

ſion to that of Iſaiah, mentioned in the 
viiith chapter, and cited at large by St. Paul 
in theſe words: © Behold, I lay in Zion a 


ſtumbling- ſtone, and rock of offence; and 


& whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall not be 
„ aſhamed *.” 

In conſidering the words before us, we 
ought to have in remembrance a propoſition 
univerſally acknowledged by the moſt learned 


and pious theologiſts “ That all the pro- 


phecies in the New Teſtament relating to 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah, or, in other 


words, to the reception of the goſpel of | 


Chriſt, its effects and conſequences, have a 
large and extenfive uſe, not confined to any 
particular age, but reaching to every age of 
the chriſtian church.” To prove indeed the 
deſign, meaning, and application of ſome of 


* Rom. ix. 33. 
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the prophecies, much explanation, elucida- 


tion, and argument might be neceſſary; but 


of ſuch clearneſs and perſpicuity is the pro- 


phecy read to you for the text, that it muſt 


immediately ſtrike the moſt ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver, —T hat each ſentence thereof is not 


leſs intereſting and important to every indi- 
vidual of this age, and country, than it was 


to God's peculiar people, to whom, as a pro- 
phetic warning and conſolation, it was ori- 
ginally addreſſed. A man muſt be a mere 
ſcioliſt in the knowledge of the kingdom of 
God, a mere nominal profeſſor of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, a ſtranger to the faſhionable ſen- 
timents of the world, or to the true mean- 
ing and intentions of ſcripture, not to know, 
what „a ſtumbling-ſtone, and rock of of- 
„ fence,” the doctrine of Chriſt is to mul- 
titudes of the preſent age; not to ſee, how 
Chriſt is now held up, „as a ſign to be 
« ſpoken againſt;” in a word, not to ac- 
knowledge the parallel between the objec- 
tions of the Jews to the preaching of Chriſt 
crucified, and to thoſe which are now made by 


ignorant and ſenſual men of the preſent day. 
It muſt be evident to all men, who ſearch 
the ſcriptures, who make ' Chriſt's religion 


the 


1 
the chief object of all their ſtudies, and the 
ground of all their hopes; that this Child, 
ſo emphatically proclaimed aloud in the hear- 


ing of all the people aſſembled in the temple 


at Jeruſalem, „as a Child ſet for the fall 
„and riſing again of many in Iſrael,” is 
likewiſe ſet for the fall and riſing again of 
many in England. This ſame Child, whom 
the aged prophet with ſuch tranſport of holy 
joy, elaſped in his arms, will be to us, as well 


as to the Jews, according as he proves our 
rock of offence, or as we lean on him as our 


rock of ſalvation, © a favour of life unto life, 
„or death unto death *. If any further 
proof was neceſlary to demonſtrate the truth 
of this, furely theſe words of our Lord would 
do it: © If I had not come and ſpoken to 


you, you had not had fin, but now you 


% have no cloak for your fin.” From this 


we mult be convinced, that after the people 
of this, or any other country, have heard 


Chriſt preaching in their ſtreets, have had 


the cleareſt evidence of the divinity of his 


perſon, the ſacred nature and high import- 


ance of his office, and the perfect holineſs 


and righteouſneſs of his doctrine, and ſtill 


* 2 Cor. ii. 16. 


T John xv. 22. 
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continue to withhold their aſſent to his divine 
truths, which they cannot gainſay, and their 
conſent to live according to his holy precepts, 


which they cannot but approve of; we muſt. 
be convinced, I ſay, that their fin is ſo highly 


aggravated, that they can plead no excule for 
it : that having thus fruſtrated all the ends 
of their Lord's incarnation with reſpect to 
themſelves, Chriſt may truly be ſaid, © not 
to be born for them, but againſt them;“ 
& not to be ſet for their riſe, but their fall;“ 
unleſs indeed by timely repentance, wrought 
in them through the grace of God, they turn, 


and ſeek him in his holy word and ordinances, 


and by a pure and pious life and converſa- 


tion * adorn the doctrine of God their Sa- 


„ viour in all things *.“ Such a bleſſed re- 


oration to a right ſpirit and underſtanding, 
can be the only means of affording them the 


leaſt hopes of partaking in the joyful com- 
pletion of that part of Simeon's prophecy, 
which declares “ Chriſt ſhall be ſet for their 
*« rifing again;” that he ſhall no longer prove 
as an occaſion of their ſtumbling and falling, 
but as the effectual means of raiſing them up 
to eternal life and happineſs; that, when 


* Titus ii. 10. 
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« the day breaks and the ſhadowsfleeaway ; 
whilſtthoſe, to whom Chriſt has been through- 
out their whole lives a rock of offence, and 
a ſtumbling- ſtone, are ſetting in the weſtern 
miſts of eternal night, they, riſing on the 
bright beams of the eaſt, ſhall aſcend toge- 
ther with the Sun of Righteouſneſs, into the 
beatifick preſence of unclouded brightneſs. 
The nature of the prophecy being thus 
explained, and its application and alluſion 
pointed out; I now proceed to call your ſe- 
rious attention to ſome plain and leading 
points of your holy religion; according to 
your ignorance or knowledge of which, your 
diſregard or obſervance, ſo will your reſpec- 
tive conſciences bear you witneſs, how far a 
crucified Saviour has been your ſtumbling- 
ſtone and rock of offence ; how far you have 
ſpoken againſt him yourſelves, and held him 
up © as a ſign to be ſpoken againſt by others.“ 
As your conſciences, more or leſs, accuſe or 
excuſe you, ſo accordingly may you look for- 
ward with the pleaſing hope of beholding 
Chriſt ſet for your riſing to a life of glory, 
or with © a fearful looking for of judge- 
ment +,” in dreadful anticipation of that 


* Cant, ii. 17. F Heb. xX. 27. 
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 agpnizing fight—the beholding the Son of 
| Man ſet againſt you in dread array, ready to 
pronounce that irreverſible fiat, which ſhall 
hurl you down into an abyſs of endleſs 
_ miſery, 
In treating, then, of the important ſub- 
jects [ am hour to lay before you for your 
conſideration this day, I ſhall not ſtudy thoſe 
little graces and ornaments of compoſition, 
which rather captivate the imagination, and 
move the paſſions, than enlighten the under- 
ſtanding and affect the heart. My ſtudy will 
be to ſpeak of them with gravity and ſeriouſ- 
neſs, ſo as to open your eyes to matters which 
you may be ignorant of, or at leaſt do not pay 
that due regard to, which, as Chriſtians, you 
are in duty to God, in love to Chriſt, and in 
charity to your own ſouls, bound to do; t 
awaken you to a ſenſe of the danger you 
incur, whilſt. you remain ſo unconcerned 
about them; and, through the divine bleſ- 
ſing, to animate you with an ardent deſire 
to become better acquainted with the nature 
of your high calling, and to preſs forward 
with faith and patience towards the mark of 
the glorious prize, that is ſet before you k. 
: Philip. ili. 14. 
And 


- 


1 
And here I conjure you, by Chriſt, let not 
your conſciences ſay, whilſt I am preaching 
of theſe matters, as Felix did to St. Paul : 
« Go thy way for this time, when I have a 
« convenient ſeaſon, I will call for thee *.” 
That ſeaſon once offered and deferred, may 
never again return, and you may find your- 
ſelves ranked with Felix at the day of 
judgment. Whilſt, then, the day of ſalva- 
tion laſts, before * the night cometh, when 
no man can work.” Give diligence to 
add to your faith, knowledge.“ You pro- 
feſs to be believers, take heed that your names 
be not enrolled amongſt thoſe who ſhall be 
Found at the laſt day in polleſſion of no more 
than a ſpeculative faith, who have contented 
themſelves with giving a mere aſſent to the 
truth of the Goſpel, without ever knowing 
the real nature, or feeling the true power 
thereof. This, I fear, is the perilous ſtate 
of too many; ignorant of the firſt rudiments _ 
and principles of religion, they become an 
eaſy prey to the devourers of Chriſt's flock. 
That you, my Chriſtian friends, may not 
fall into ſuch a ſnare, and become ſo eaſy a 
prey to deceiyers, who would make a gain of 

* Acts xxiv. 25. 
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your ſouls; that you may diſcern between 
the true doctrine of Chriſt, and the cunning 
devices of men; I would fain, through the 
bleſſing of God, impreſs your mind with 
ſome of the firſt and moſt important leſſons 
of your religion ;—The real knowledge and 
right notions of which ſeem, in theſe latter 
days, to be dying away apace, and to be con- 
ſidered, as obſolete maxims, not worthy of 
the attention of an enlightened and philoſo- 
phical Chriſtian of the eighteenth century ; 
but, for all that, are the main props and pil- 
lars of tlie Chriſtian church, which, if once 
' thrown down, the true lamp of vital religion 
is extinguiſhed. Our old and venerable edi- 
fices of true worſhipand devotion will ſpeedily 
moulder into duſt ; whilſt on their ſcite, 
moſques will ariſe, better adapted to the re- 
ligion of Mahomet, than that of Chriſt: 
which, like whited ſepulchres, may appear, 
as to their externals, fair and pleaſing, de- 
lightful to the carnal man, but full of deceit- 
ful and corrupt doctrine within, diſguſting to 
the ſpiritual, who turning away from them 
with ſhame and grief, cries out, O Lord, 
how long ſhall en flouriſh, and lead 
thy peer ds How -long ſhall your 
holy 


ra 
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holy religion be ſuffered to be made * a traf- 


„fick and a merchandize? How long ſhall 
the ſouls of men be bought and ſold in this 
city *? How long ſhall more than fix ſcore 
thouſand ſouls in this great Nineveh be kept 
in 1gnorance, not capable of diſcerning, as 
to their ſpiritual life, „between their right 
hand and their left +?” This is, and muſt be 
the wretched ſtate of thouſands, as long 'as 
their Miniſters © blink the queſtion 5%: and 


declare not openly and my the I 
truths of the Goſpel g. 


As I truſt, then, Chriſtians, PO is! not 


within me a falſe- ſpirit of prophecy to be 
deceived myſelf, and to deceive you, I will 
boldly ſpeak thoſe truths, which I conceive 
as coming immediately from God, though 


they may offend another Ahab, — fully con- 


vinced with Micaiah, What the Lord has 


« ſpoken, that muſt I ſpeak 9: and with 


* Revelations xviil. 13. + Jonah iv. 11. 
- + What that excellent prelate, Biſhop Horne, obſerves, 


in reſpect to ſpeaking boldly the truths of the Goſpel, and 


aſſerting the rights of the church, ought ever to be engraven 
on the breaſts of every Miniſter. “ He who in certain 


cafes, gives men no offence, will for that reaſon give men 


no inſtruction.“ In a Viſitation Churge ta the Clergy of 
Norwich, in 1 791. 


$ 4 Kipgs xxii, 14, 


St. 


L404 
St. Peter, That as the Lord has ſent me 


to ſpeak, ſo ought I to obey him, rather 
„ than man *.“ 


Now the firſt great point of religion, or 


truth of the Goſpel, that I ſhall infiſt on, as 


neceſſary for every Chriſtian to know and 
acknowledge, 1s the divine miſſion of Chriſt's 
Miniſters ; the ſacred nature of their office, 
their digaity, and their reſponſibility. If your 


notions and conceptions of theſe are low and 


-mean, you ſtumble at the very threſhold ; 


for as you would not ſend for a phyſician, 


unleſs you had perfect confidence in him, as 
to his ſkill and regular authority to preſcribe, 
fo neither can you have any faith in your 
ſpiritual phyſician, if he cannot prove to you 
from whence he derives his authority to 
ſpeak ; if he cannot convince you, that he 


is verſed in that ſpiritual wiſdom, of which he 


himſelf profefſes to be a teacher, If your 


notions of his office and character, reach 


not above that of a creature, delegated by 


human authority, you will never profit under 


his miniſtry. 


The ſecond oreat and fundamental truth 


is, that as the Miniſters of Chriſt are 66 am- 


* Ads v. 29. 
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E 
baſſadors in his ſtead,” ſo the doctrine they 
preach can only be drawn from the book 
of their Divine Maſter. The wiſdom that 
cometh from above, can only be traced in 
the writings of the ſacred penmen, who, 
whilſt on earth, ſpoke as the ſpirit gave them 
utterance ; who, when about to depart this 
mortal life, by the ſuggeſtion and guidance 
of the ſame ſpirit, wrote what they had ſeen 
and heard, and left to the world“ a Book,” 
in which is ſummed up all that is neceſlary to 
believe and practife, It is in this book that 
true wiſdom is to be found, and not from the 
ſchools of Rome and Greece; not from the 
dull ethics of Epictetus, or much leſs from 
the vain philoſophy and caſuiſtry of modern 
times. Look, then, to the true nature of 
evangelical doctrine, and let no man de- 
ceive you with © curious arts“ and vain 
philoſophy ; for remember your faith is to be 
built on knowledge : if your foundation, 
therefore, is bad, what muſt the ſuperſtruc- 
ture be? | | 
The third great truth I have to call to 
your remembrance 1s, that there muſt be a 
ſomething within you, without which nei- 
& ther 
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ther God's Miniſters, nor God's Word, can 
have any influence upon your lives and con- 
verſations. You muſt have ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion of heart as filled the breaſt of Mary, 
when in an humble poſture ſhe ſat at the 
feet of our Lord, attentive to every word 
that fell from his divine lips ; ſuch a willing 
and ready ſpirit as ſhone forth in the child 
Samuel, when he cried out, Speak, Lord, 
e thy ſervant heareth ;” ſuch a ſpirit of obe- 
dience as characterized the Children of Iſ- 
rac!, when they ſaid to Foſhua, exhorting 
them to put away ſtrange Gods, The Lord 
% our God will we ſerve, and his voice will 
& we obey ;” ſuch an humble and teachable 
ſpirit muſt you have to profit under the mi- 
niſtry of God's Word, or make any profi- 
ciency in the ſchool of divine wiſdom :— The 
whole diſpoſing whereof is of the Lord; it 
is the gift of his free grace to all, who aſk for 

- it faithfully through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now I know, that multitudes of nominal 
Chriſtians underſtand none of theſe things ; 
and what is worſe, *like Gallio, care for none 
of theſe things*.” Perhaps there may be ſuch 
Ads xviii, 1. 
a de- 


E 


a deſcription of perſons in this chapelꝰ; for 1 
am well aware, that it is with this congregation 
| as 


* That there are ſome, (J pray God but few) of Gal- 
lio's caſt amongſt the Subſcribers to the Aſylum, appears 
woefully evident from the groſs inſult, and opprobrious 
treatment, which one of our moſt venerable and learned 
prelates experienced at a ſpecial general court of that 
Charity—In the faithful and conſcientious diſcharge of 
his high office—in ſtanding forward as an open cenſurer 
of vice in pleading the injured cauſe of female or- 
phans—he was wantonly accuſed of intolerance, of want 
of charity, and at laſt, had theſe words thrown in his 
teeth, © He that is without ſin amongſt you, let him caſt 
a {tone at him.”—This is the apex of all iniquity ; 
this is the chapiter of Satan's pillar ; the chef-d'wuvre of 
all his art. Behold men calling themfelves Chriſtians ; 
holding themſelves up as guardians of female innocence, 
under a maſk of compaſſion and humanity, with the 
words of our bleſſed Lord in their mouths ; behold them, 
I ſay, tearing up the very roots of true Evangelical Cha- 
rity, and trampling under foot the moſt ancient and ſacred 
rights of the Chriſtian Church. Such an inſtance of ſacri- 
legious inſult, and unwarrantable uſage towards << one of 
the rulers of their people,” muſt rouſe the indignation of 
every good Chriſtian, It is no more, however, than 
what we have been taught to expect in theſe latter Annen, 
in the hour of the power of darkneſs. 

What a primitive Biſhop declared, as the manceu- 
vre of Satan in his days, we, to our ſorrow, have 
witneſſed in this age (a). The adverſary of Chriſt, 


(a) Epiſtle 59. Cornelio—St, Cyprian. Anno Domini, 240.—Epiſtle 66. 
Florentio— St. Cyprian. 


and 


(14 J 
as with all others, the good and the bad 
often mix together in the houſe of God, 


drawn indeed by far different motives, and 


and enemy of his Church, for this end ſtrikes at the Bi- 
ſhop, or Ruler cf the Church, with all his malice, that 
the Governor being taken away, he might ravage the more 
. cruelly and violently upon the ſhipwreck of the Church. 
For, ſays he, © Schiſms and hereſies muſt ariſe, and have 
ariſen, while the Biſhop, who is one, and Governor of the 
Church, by a proud preſumption is deſpiſed ; and that 
man, who is rg gN as worthy by God, is accounted 
unworthy by man.” 

What another pious Biſhop ſays, has, in the inſtance 
before us, been fully verified by theſe modern deſpiſers 
of dignitics : Some, indeed, call him Biſhop, yet do 
all things without him ; theſe ſeem not to me to have 
2 good conſcience, but rather to be hypocrites and ſcorn- 
ers (a). | 

With true penitential tears, it is ſaid, and God forbid 
any Chriſtian ſhould doubt it, does the afflicted author of 
all the late evil at the Aſylum bewail his fall, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes, May his tears of penitence be like 
thofe of holy David, that the Blood of his Saviour may 
waſh out his ſin, though it be red as ſcarlet! and, as ſuch 
contrition, we are aſſured, will procure a total oblivion 
of his crime in the ſight of God, ſo ought it to be had 
no longer in remembrance before man. 

Go, ye, who have inſulted one of the worthieſt PR E- 
LATES of your Church, and follow the example of the 
penitent : © Repent of this your wickedneſs, and pray 


_ God, if the. thoughts of your ns, and the words of 


your lips, may be forgiven you.” Acts viii. 22. 


(5) Epiſtle to the Magneſians — St. Ignatius — Aune Domini 71. 
in- 
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influenced by widely oppoſite ſentiments and 


diſpoſitions. Some aſſemble in this houſe, 
like the devout Cornelius, to offer up their 


prayers to God, accompanied with their 


alms to theſe little Orphans of the Charity; 
and, like faithful Gaius, to do all, as unto 


God, and not unto men. The prayers and 


alms of ſuch children of our church will 


aſcend up to the Lord, as a memorial, ren- 


dered acceptable at the Throne of Grace by 


the angel of the * covenant, to whom much 
incenſe is given to offer it up with the. 


prayers of all ſaints, upon the golden altar 


which is before the throne *.“ May ſuch 


Saints be the ſupporters of this houſe of 
charity! They in no wiſe ſhall loſe their 
reward + ; for the angels of theſe little ones, 
who ſee the face of their Father, which is 


in Heaven, ſhall aſcend and deſcend to ward 


off from them every evil, and to bleſs them 
with every good. Nor ſhall this houſe itſelf 
be deprived of God's bleſſing, whoſe mercy 
and ſuperintendance protecteth the orphan, 


the fatherleſs, and the widow. 


But, I fear, there are others, who fre- 
quent and contribute to this houfe, whoſe 
* Revel. viii. 3. f St. Matthew, xviii. 10. 
alms 


E 
alms by no means tend to bring down a bleſ- 
ſing upon it; to whoſe ſervices God returns 


this anſwer—** Who hath required this at 


% your hands *? For as a tree is known by 
its fruit, fo from what is diſcernible in 


their conduct, even in this ſanctuary, we 


may not unjuſtly conclude, that their ele- 


emoſynary gifts ſpring not from that ſource 


of divine charity, whoſe lamp is fed con- 


tinually by that oil which deſcendeth from 


above“ the influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit.” Whilſt a third party, compoſed of 
idlers and loungers, and of filly women 
led aſtray by their own vain imaginations 
and deceitful hearts, flock together as they 
would to the theatre, to ſee and to be ſeen ; 
to ſpend an idle hour, that on this day may 


hang heavy on their hands. Perhaps too, 


enticed to hear ſome pretty flowery tale, 
ſome ſweet ſounding words of pathetic elo- 
quence ; or upon ſuch occaſions, as the pre- 
ſent, to act the part of critics, and to pals 
their judgment upon the performance of a 
new preacher. Oh ! my God, to what a pitch 


of inſignificance is your holy religion reduced! 
To what a level are your Miniſters brought 


* Ifaiah, i. 12. 


down! 


. 
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down! Pardon, Chriſtians, the warmth of 


mine expreſſions. But really concerning 


theſe matters my heart has long felt, what 
| ow day my tongue is bold enough to utter. 


It muſt not be concealed, that the nature 


of the miniſterial office, its ſacred dignity, 
and awful reſponſibility, are fadly proſtituted 
and degraded in this city and country. Few 
of the people conceive aright of the Di- 
vine Miffion of Chrift's Miniſters, and too 
many of our order give them too much oc- 
caſion to think irreverently and flightingly of 

But form not your opinion of the Mi- 


niſtry from a Judas and a Julian; traitors 


and apoſtates will ſpring up in each ſuccef. 
five period of the Church your Lord fore- 
told this: Offences,” ſays he, will ariſe, 
4 and cauſe many to fall away from the 
e truth, but woe to them through whom 
„ offences do come *.“ Offences already 
have abundantly ſprung up in our church, 
the pureſt as to its doctrine and devotional 
ſervice in Chriſtendom ; offences have cauſed 
” ſchiſm amongſt her children; have debaſed 
the religion of her Lord; bade made it ſub- 
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= Matthew xviil. 7. 
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ſervient to trade, to ſelf-intereſt, and every 
ſiniſter and bad purpoſe. But woe to all by 
whom theſe offences have been brought in, 
whether by her prieſts or her people. I be- 
lieve that both are implicated in this heavy 


charge; and that our church now complains 


with her Divine Maſter, © mine own fami- 
« har. friends have lift up their heel againſt 


me .“ My watchmen are blind, are ig- 


* norant; they are ſhepherds which cannot 
„ underſtand ; they all look to their own 
« ways, every one for his gain, from his 
« quarter; my people love to be deceived, 


and they ſhall have it ſo tf.“ They ſhall 
* have falſe prophets, ſpeaking peace to 


| 9 Grey S Debates. —This obſervation v Was made i in n the 


Houſe of Commons in the year 1667, by Sir John Ber- 
kenhead, concerning the ſtate of religion in Holland at 
that time. To ſuch a pitch of pride and irreligion had 
that mercenary people arrived, that their magiſtrates and 


| burgomaſters actually diſmiſſed a miniſter for preaching 


againſt their Sunday markets; 'and ſeverely reprimanded 
another for inveighing againſt plays, by which they col- . 
lected 4ol. for one of their charitable inſtitutions ; wit- 


tingly obſerving, that if he (the miniſter,) could find out 
a project for railing 421. he 1 Rs what 2 8 aug 


he pleaſed.” 


+ Pfal. lxi. 9. 1 Ifaiah 1. 56. 
them 
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1 
1% them, when there is no peace *.” When 
the miniſterial office is thus vilified; when 
the people have ſuch low and mean concep- 


ceptions of the ambaſſadors of Chriſt; when 
the ambaſſadors themſelves thus betray the 


cauſe of their Maſter, and hold up their 


King © as a fign to be ſpoken againſt,” as a 


mark to be ſhot at, as a but for the malice of 
wicked men; when a new fangled religion 
is ſet up, and the people chooſe their dele- 
gates to preach to them that kind of doctrine 
which ſuits beſt with their depraved notions, 
which gratifies their ſelf- love, puffs up their 
ſelf-vanity, tickles their itching ears , and 


leaves them in the undiſturbed enjoyment of 


every object of ſenſe—it augurs no good to a 
country: there wants not the aid of prophecy 
to foretel, that Chriſt is ſet for the fall of ſuch 


a church and nation. Similar notions of re- 


ligion and of the miniſterial office, which 
have for years paſt crept in amongſt us, were 


the forerunners as well as cauſe of the de- 


ſtruction of Jeruſalem, of the once cele- 


brated churches in Aſia, and laſt of all, of 
that which our eyes have witneſſed, the 


Gallican church.” For it is a well-known 
-. -* Eeckiel xili. 16 


T 2Tim. iv. 3. 
"57 * 


fact, 
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„ 
fact, that the French prieſts and people of 
tank and faſhion, upon landing in this coun- 
try, reciprocally accuſed each other of being 
mſtrumental in bringing down God's ven- 
geance upon their devoted land *. The 
times may come, when a fimilar recrimina- 
tion may take place amongſt us: when either 
in captivity or exile, the vriefts of onr church 
may alledge, as the cauſe of all their evil,— 
« the voltproottneds ſenſuality, and pride 
of the rich and great; whilſt on the other 


hand, the latter may juſtly retort, . had you 
declared unto us the truths of the Goſpel ; had 


we ſeen their efficacy in your lives and con- 


verfations; we had not fallen into ſuch ſhares 


and ſin; we had not been, together with 
you, overwhelmed in theſe mighty waters 
of ruin and deſolation.”* Here let St. Paul's 
advice have its due weight with you: © what 


e has been written char d, has been writ- 


* ten for our admonition ; what has hap- 
« pened aforetime, has happened for our 


This anecdote was related to the author by a * 
emigrant clergyman; adding, that the ſanguinary revolu- 
tion of France was in a great meaſure owing to the ſupine-- 
neſs and negligence of the clergy in their ſeveral ſtations, 
and, conſequently, the general unconcern of all ranks of 
people for religion. | 8 

„ en- 
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« enſamples, upon whom the ends of the 
„ world are come *.“ 

Really, if you are wiſe, this caution of the 
Apoſtle will not be loſt upon you. You will 
conſider the ſufferings of the Gallican church 
and nation as admonitions ; you will make 
uſe of them as enſamples, and thus ſave your- 
ſelves from the wrath to come. To do this 
effectually, you muſt view the church of 
Chriſt through a different medium, than what 
you have perhaps been wont to do; your 
ideas and notions concerning ſpiritual things 
muſt be changed; you muſt conceive aright 
concerning the miniſters of Chriſt; for to 

them it is, that you are to look up for in- 
ſtruction in ſpiritual wiſdom, and conſolation 
in the hour of affliction: Chriſt ſends you to 
his church ; but what benefit can you receive 
from thence, if you look not upon his ſer- 
vants, who tend at the altar, as veſted with 
his dignity, and ſpeaking with his power? 
And if you uſe your own judgment, grounded 
on the word of God, and guided by his Spi- 
rit, you may always diſtinguiſh the hirelingy 
| who works for his pay, from the true ſhep- 
herd, who, though living by the _— ſerves 


1 Cor. x. Its 
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it faithfully, and really © feeds the flock of 
* Chriſt.” It behoves you, then, to be duly 
impreſſed with a right notion of the nature 
and dignity of the divine miſſion of Chriſt's 
miniſters. The primitive Chriſtians loved 
and revered their teachers, as ſent by Chriſt, 
to call them out of a ſtate of fin to a ſtate of 
grace; to turn them © from the power of 
Satan untoGod *; tolead them on through 
knowledge to faith, through faith to glory. 
They had reaſon, indeed, to love them, ſo 
have you: and you would be more convinced 
of this, did you but conſider, as they did, in 
what relation you ſtand in reſpe& to your 
miniſters ;—how that in their hands is the 
cup of ſalvation ;—that they are the guardians 
of the oracles of God ;—that, upon the for- 
feiture of their own ſouls, they are. to ex- 
pound them in the hearing of the people, 
and to enjoin them upon the conſciences 
of men ;—that they are the very perſons, 
whom Chriſt has promiſed to be with, to 
the end of the world r; and that they are 
the very perſons, who will witneſs for or 
againſt you at the day of judgment. Could 
ſuch notions as theſe, through the grace of 

Il Acts xxvi. 18. T Matt. xxviit. 20. 


God, 


„ 
God, take root in your minds, our preach- 
ing would not, as it ſo often is, be in vain. 
Your ſcriptural knowledge would be en- 
larged; your hearts would be more ſpiritual; 
your faith would be ſtrengthened, and your 


ſpirits, amidſt all afflictions, whether publick 


or private, and eſpecially at the hour of death, 
would find in the cup of cordial, preſented by 
a faithful miniſter, a refreſhment, a conſo- 
lation, a peace that paſſeth all underſtand- 
< ing*.” Whether or no ſuch ſentiments of 


love and reverence for your miniſters ought | 
to be alive in your breaſts, judge ye. But 


whatever your opinions may be concerning 
them, they cannot help; of this, however, 
they muſt be well convinced, that upon their 


fidelity and knowledge, upon their courage 


and zeal in the diſcharge of their duty, much 
depends the ſalvation of this country. Chriſt 


is ſet for our fall or for our riſe, according 
as his church flogriſhes or declines amongſt 


us; according as his miniſters prove faithful, 
and draw to him © a n. people, zealous 
< of good works .“ 

Since, then, our temporal and eternal in- 
tereſts, under the influence of God's Holy 


n. enen 
C4 Spirit, 
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„ 
Spirit, depend, on the one hand, upon the 
prudent and zealous endeavours of the mi- 
niſters, to make their people truly wiſe and 
good, virtuous and happy; and, on the other 
hand, ſuch a reciprocity of ſentiment in the 
minds of their people as not to fruſtrate their 
kind intentions, but to receive with joy and 
mecknefs the engrafted word, which 1s 
able to ſave their fouls *:“ ſince this is the 
only ground, upon which we can reſt any 
hope that God will be © our refuge, until 
« theſe calamities be overpaſt ; until our 
nation be delivered from that army of deſo- 
lation, that now encompaſſes its coaſts; and 


our church from that bondage of corruption, 


that now depreſſes and enſlaves its mem- 


bers on earth: fince, upon the divine au- 


thority of ſcripture, we are ſolemnly aſſured, 


that, whenever the viſitations of Almighty 


God ſcourge a land, © judgement will begin 
at the houſe of the Bord :“ ſince we 
have witneſſed this awful truth moſt terribly 
fulfilled upon the Gallican'church, “ not leſs 
than 24,000 of her prieſts having been maſ- | 
ſacred, and many thouſands now wandering 


in exile upon the face of the earth: ſince all 


James i. 21. I Pſalm Ivii. 1. 7 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
| | this 


1 


this knowledge, admonition, and warning, 
cannot be otherwiſe than now brought home 
to our reſpective conſciences; what ſort of 
people muſt we be, not immediately to ſee, 
and openly confeſs, how mightily it behoves 
all the miniſters of our church to look to 
their doctrine, and their converſation, leſt 
they deceive their flock, and cauſe the people 
to fall away from the Holy One of Iſrael: 
and how greatly, at the ſame time, it be- 
hoves the people to ſay, as the children of 
Iſrael did to Joſhua, © God forbid we ſhould 
„ forfake the Lord to ſerve other gods *.“ 
With the deepeſt conviction of theſe awful 
truths upon my mind, and the high import- 
ance of my calling, it has been mine endea- 
vour, and ſhall be, as far as the diſcharge of 


this day's duty enables me, to prove myſelf 


a „true witneſs, who delivereth ſouls, and 
„not a deceitful one, who ſpeaketh lies ;“ 
ſo that I may commend myſelf to the con- 
ſoiences of you all, and together with my 
'brethren, on another day, anſwer for my 


<6; ere to the God of the ſpirits of all 
„ Man wn. 


_— Joſh. xxvi. 16. f Prov. xiv. 25. f Numb. 
xvi. 27. VF 
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I now proceed to the ſecond great point of 
religion propoſed to be conſidered, * the true 
nature of evangelical doctrine.” 

St. Paul told the Athenians, when he 
found them worſhipping © an unknown 
God *,“ that they were too ſuperſtitious, 
and wortkipped they knew not what. This 
may be ſaid to multitudes in this country, 
with a little variation“ Ye are too careleſs, 
ye worſhip ye know not how, or what. Ye 
are ignorant of the nature of your God, and 
of the ſervice he requires at your hands. Ye 
are like the diſciples at EpheſusF, ye © know 
not whether there be any Holy Ghoſt,” or 
what the Holy Ghoſt is; what are its pro- 
perties in reſpect to you; how it ſhould en- 
lighten your minds with“ all truth ;“ how 
it ſhould purify them from every evil thought; 
how it ſhould ſanctify them to every good 
word and work ; how it ſhould embolden you 
to do, undergo, and forego every thing for 
Chriſt ; how it ſhould ſtir you up © to adorn 
« the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things ||,” to © run the race that is ſet be- 
fore you$, and to“ gain the prize of your 

Acts xvii. 22, 23. + Acts xix. I, 2. F John 


xvi, 13. Tit. ii. 10. $ Heb. xii. 1. 
« high 


(#7. 3 


4e high calling *. Ye are too ignorant of 
that God-man, who became incarnate, that 
ye might become immortal; who, having no 
fin of his own, without guile and without 
{pot, took your ſins upon him, and bare your 
reproaches on the tree; fulfilled, to every 
jot and tittle, the moral law f;“ and thus 
became, as Jeremiah ſays, © The Lord our 
« Righteouſneſs $.” Ye know not how to 
|| ſprinkle the blood of this paſchal Lamb by 
faith upon your hearts, with the humility of 
finners, ** ſnatched as fire-brands out of the 
„fire d.“ Ye know not the complexum of 
our Jehovah Elohim, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit; the Creator, the Redeemer, the Sanc- 
tifier ; all co-operating in the glorious work 
of Redemption, which, when finiſhed, ſhall 
be made manifeſt before the whole world of 
men and angels, and before the light of the 
ſnn. Now let me tell you, that if ye wor- 
ſhip, look up to, or depend on, any other 
God, than that which I have here repreſent- 
ed, the Bleſſed Trinity,” ye worſhip an 
unknown God; ye have only been dreaming 


Philip. iii. 14. f Matt. v. 19. t Jer. 
xxili. 6, | Heb. xi. 28, ß Amos iv. 11. 
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of Chriſt's religion, but have not known it *. 


holy Church, of which you profeſs to be 


members, is both willing and able to ſet you 


free, if you will but hearken to her counſel 


and advice, Behold! the ſpreads open be- 


fore you the Book of Life, the oracles of 
God: the points out to you the true doctrine 
of ſalvation : the calls upon you moſt impor- 
tunately and paſſionately to ſeek and adhere 
to that true religion, deſcribed and enforced 


Se her apoſtles and evangeliſts ; to walk 


„ humbly before your God F''—to . depart 
15 from all iniquity f to look up with an 
eye of faith and love to a crucified Saviour; 


defiles your corrupt nature; whole righteouſ- 


neſs, if you believe on him, and tread in the 


paths of his holineſs, ſhall, as St. Paul ſays, 
be imputed to you, and make you righteous 


and acceptable in the ſight of God. In ad- 


dition to this, your holy Church would have 
you daily call to your remembrance (as ſhe 


daily prays that you may be fully ſenſible) 


'S Lactantius obſerves de Platone—** Somniaverat 
Deum, non cognaverat. ib. V. er xv. | 


T Mic. vi. 18. 1 2 Tia. li. 19. | 
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bow by God's free grace you have been cal- 
led—how by Chriſt's free love you are re- 
deemed; Above all things, ſhe ſolemnly 
enjoins you to conceive aright the nature of 
the trifold offices of the Bleſſed Trinity, as 
they reſpect your election, ſanctiſication, and 
redemption. Leſſen but the power of, diſ- 
parage but the office of one of the perſons in 
this adorable united eſſence, and you no 
longer femain under the covenant of grace. 
This, my chriſtian friends, is an epitome 
of that form of ſound words, which your holy 
Church would have you hold faſt, as necei- 
ſary to ſalvation; this is the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of that religion, which your Lord 
brought into the world; — the very ſeed- plot 
of all your faith, of all your hope, and of all 
your righteouſneſs; upon which your Church 
has founded all her articles, her homilies, 
and her liturgy. But fome of you, perhaps, 
may here exchim, Does not this ſavour of 
enthuſiaſm :“ Now, do not think ſo wick- 
„ edly, my brethren; do not imagine that 
I tand, as it were, upon the tripod of the 
Pythian god, inflated with a falſe ſpirit, pour- 
ing forth nothing but noiſe and empty ſound. 
Indeed I have uttered nothing but the truth: 
If 


1} 


if I have ſpoken more than the truth, con- 
vince me; if leſs, rebuke me: God forbid 


that I ſhould add unto thoſe things which are 
written in the book of God, or that I ſhould 
take away from .any part thereof, leſt he 


ſhould take away my part out of the book of 


life, out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in his book &. 

Important and infallible are the declara- 
tions of Chriſt in the Scripture ; according 
to them, as our rule, we muſt now walk; 


and according to them, at the laſt day, we 
| ſhall be judged*. Infinite, then, is the dan- 


ger of adding to, taking from, perverting, 


or denying theſe ſacred records. You will 


pardon, therefore, Chriſt's Miniſters, if in 
| ſpeaking the truths of his Goſpel, they ſhould 
be ſo bold as to ſay things diſtaſteful to fleſh 
and blood. Pardon them, alſo, if they diſ- 
play, in an humble degree, ſome of that 
zeal which Chriſt manifeſted when he drove 
the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple; 


fullilling that prophecy of the Pfalmiſt ;— 


The zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up.“ 


„The ground of all the enmity of the rich 


„ and great at Jeruſalem, was the zeal of 
« Chriſt for the reformation and purification 


* Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 
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* of the Church, which he ſo forcibly dif. 
4% played in his reproofs and exhortations ; 
* Chriſt's Miniſters of the preſent day meet 
„with the ſame uſage if they ſhew any 
* zeal for the houſe of their God *.“ But 
this is not a time, when miniſters ſhould be 


cold and puſillanimous in the {ſervice of their 


God; it is not a time for miniſters to act the 
part of Gehazi, to ſtep out of the way of 
their ſacred calling to ſalute any man by the 
way. There is an awful paſſage in Ezckiel, 
which, I truſt, we ſhall all recollect : ** Woe 
* to the fooliſh prophets, becauſe they have 
* ſeduced my people, ſaying peace when 
** there was no peace. And one built up a 
* wall, and, lo! others daubed it with untem- 


t pered mortar ; ſay unto them, that daubed 


* it with untempered mortar, that it ſhall fall: 
„thus faith the Lord God, I will even rend 


it with a ſtormy wind in my fury, and there 


** ſhall be an overflowing. ſhower in mine 
anger, and great hail-ſtones in my fury 


4 to conſume it . Whatever ſtructure a 
miniſter may raiſe, if he build it upon any 


other foundation than that which is laid, 


which is Jeſus Chriſt, his work ſhall be 


* Biſhop Horne's Comment on the Pſalms, 
+ Ezekiel xiii, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
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burned, and he himſelf ſhall ſuffer loſs #; 
Terrible is their ruin, who refuſe to build on 
that foundation, of which Jefus Chriſt is the 
corner ſtone ; and great their loſs, who at- 
tempt to mingle their own fancies with the 
doctrine of Chriſt. Let, then, thofe miniſters 
look to their work, who have deprived religion 
of her ſimple, plain, and unadorned mantle 
of native truth, and enſhrined her in a 
meretricious garb of divers colours ; well 
ſuited, indeed, to dazzle and deceive the 
ſenſes ; well adapted to lead the mind aſtray, 
to take up with the ſhadow inſtead of the 
{ſubſtance of religion—this is that untem- 
pered mortar which God will waſh away in 
his overflowing ſhower of anger ; and thoſe 
who ule it, are deſcribed by St. Peter, as 
having forſaken the right way ; as having 
gone aſtray, following the way of Balaam, 
the ſon of Boſor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs . Theſe are wells without 
water—clouds that are carried with a tem- 
peſt, to whom the miſt of darkneſs is re- 
ſerved for ever. God deliver our Church 
from ſuch temporizing, falſe, and vain con- 
ceited prophets, left ſhe, together with them, 


1 Cet. i 1, 1 J h l 11 
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be conſumed in the ruins of At deceitful 
buildings. 5 

Thus far have I endeavoured to bring 
home to your conſciences, two of the moſt 
important truths of your religion, upon 
which the whole fabrick of it ' ſtands, as 
upon 2 ſure and unſhaken baſis ;—the true 
dignity and reſponſibility of the miniſterial 
office, as ſet forth in ſacred Scripture 3 and 
the genuine doctrine of the Goſpel, as laid 
down by Chriſt and his apoſtles. Perhaps 
you may think I have ſpoken too bold a lan- 
guage for one who is candidate for your fa- 
vour granted: and did I now ſtand for any 
ſecular office, I might flatter you, importune 
you, and act the part of an humble depen- 
dent ; but far different 1s the office I now 
crave—my credentials, which I deliver to 
you as authority for my being admitted into 
this pulpit, are of divine miſc entruſted. 
to me by thoſe whoſe only peculiar right, 
inheritance, and prerogative it is to grant 
me theſe powers; nor, by the grace of 
God, will I fully them by any unbecoming 
arts of worldly complaiſance. And here I 
cannot refrain from making a few obſerva- 
tions on the narure and confoquences of elec- 
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tions in general for clerical appointments. 


From what I myſelf have obſerved and no- 


ticed in theſe matters, F am fully convinced 
no greater fin attaches itſelf to our church 
and nation than the mode and method of 
conducting theſe elections . Almighty God 
is moſt groſsly inſulted ; Chriſt is held up in 
a moſt fignal manner, as a ſign to be ſpoken 
againſt by every deſpiſer of our holy things 
by every enemy of our church; for the cha- 
racter of Chriſt's Miniſters is ſtained; their 
perſons rendered contemptible - their office 


a nullity; and vital religion exchanged for 


mere form and outward ceremony. What 


difference, Chriſtians, is there in theſe days 
between the mode and practices made uſe of 
for a ſecular and ſpiritual office? They are 
now upon the ſame footing, and conſidered 


| * A true Chriſtian will ſhudder when he hears that i _ 
is not uncommon in elections for leQureſhips in this me- 
tropolis to have boozing committees, and every ſpecies of 


bribery practiſed; threats made uſe of to deter perſons 
from voting according to their inclination and conſei- 


ences; and even the facred temples of God converted 
Into places of cabal ; nay! literally turned into a den of 
thieves! © Let it not be told in Gath and Aſkalon, leſt 


the enemies of our holy faith laugh us to ſcorn.” 
; wp 7 upon 


EE 
upon the ſame level. Well would it be for 
the laity, and eſpecially for miniſters them- 
ſelves, to conſider what God fays, by his 
_ prophet Ezekiel, concerning theſe matters: 
„Her prieſts,” ſays the prophet, ſpeaking 
of the Jewiſh Church, © have. violated my 
„ Jaws, and have profaned my holy things: 
„they have put no difference between the 
e holy and profane, neither have they ſhewed 
“ difference between the clean and unclean, 
and have hid their eyes from my Sab- 
< baths, and I am profaned among them#.” 
The charge comes home to us, and I {hall 
here be bold enough to ſay in this matter, 
% as with the people ſo with the prieſt,” 
Oft times the poverty, or covetouſneſs, of the 
latter, induces them to do that which they 
ought to bluſh at which they cannot anſwer 
for at Chriſt's Judgment ſeat ; whilſt the 
pride and inſolence of the former puff them 
up “to lord it over God's heritage, to place 
« themſelves in the chair of Moſes and 
„% Aaron f. What St. James ſays, in another 
matter, I may ſay in this : © Brethren, theſe 
things ought not to be f. They ought not 


Ezekiel xxii. 26. f 1 Pet. v. 3. 
{ James iii. 10. 
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to be allowed amongſt a people calling them- 


ſelves the diſciples of Chriſt : it is unbecom- 


ing and culpable to uſe undue means and low 
artifices to procure a ſecular appointment; 
but to obtain a ſpiritual one, it is not only 


unbecoming and culpable, but facrilegious 
and wicked. 


J. It is, in a manner, bartering 
away the gifts of the Holy Spirit. What was 


once obferved by a philoſopher*®, concern- 
ing architecture, may here be juſtly applied 


to religion: © I have been taught, ſays he, 
by my tutors, that a man who undertakes 


other perſons concerns, ought rather to be 


folicited than to ſolicit.“ 
employment it was to erect periſhable build- 
ings had ſuch an high opinion of the dignity 


If a man, . whoſe 


and utility of his profeſſion, ſurely ſomething 


occupation it is to build houſes that perith 


of the like ſpirit ought to ſtir up thoſe whoſe 


not. But here, I beſeech you, do not miſ- 


take me: for although F am ſtanding forth 
an advocate for the unſullied dignity of the 


miniſterial office; yet, by no means, would 
J abridge any man of that due reſpect which 


« 


* 8 
ks 


his rank and ſituation in life demands: It is 
my duty as well as my inclination; and I 
have, and as long as I have, any being, - ſhall 


* Vitruvius Precfat. 50.6, 
con- 


, 


1 

continue to teach and inculcate this precept 
of St. Paul, © Honour to whom honour 1s 
« que; fear to whom fear; tribute to whom 
„tribute #.” But at the ſame time, is there 
no honour to the miniſters of Chriſt? Is there 
no fear of affronting or inſulting them? Is 
there no tribute of reſpect? I ſay not of mo- 
ney; for with St. Paul, I could wiſh we 
were enabled to wave our right of reaping 
« your carnal things for our ſpiritual +,” 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt might in no wiſe 
be hindered ; but that is impoſſible : there- 
fore all that I plead for is, that while we are 
ready to aſk with becoming humility, and to 
receive with thankfulneſs, you will not 
oblige us to do that which debaſes the dig- 
nity of our office, and renders all our 
_ preaching vain. I truſt that through the 
bleſſing of God, what I have, and ſhall de- 
liver this day, will not be in vain. If you 
poſſeſs thoſe inherent qualifications neceſſary 
to prediſpoſe your hearts to receive the word 
of God in truth, the doctrine of Chriſt will 
not be a rock of offence to you, nor a ſtum- 
bling ſtone, but rather it will prove the 
means of building you up in all knowledge 
Rom. xiii. 17. F 1 Cor. ix. 11. 
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and faith, though it ſhould come from the 
1 of the meaneſt preacher. 

This leads me to the laſt thing propoſed, 
the temper of your hearts,” as a previous 
qualification neceſſary to enable you to profit 
under the miniſtry of God's word, or to 
receive any inſtruction from the ſtudy of the 
facred Scriptures. Have you a reverential 
fear, a fupreme love and veneration for God's 
holy name, word, and ordinances? A de- 
fire after him as your higheſt good? Do you 
know how to value and eſtimate your Sa- 
viour's ſufferings ? Have you a true faith in, 
and love for his perſon ? Do you * feel in 
your boſom any defire to ſerve God in ſpirit 
and in truth ?” Your hearts muſt be prediſ- 
poſed by the ſpirit of God, or you will never 
underſtand what you hear or what you read. 
In vain do you come to this place to find what 
you ought to have before you come, what 
you ought to bring along with you, a true 
fpirit, and a right underſtanding in the ways 
of godlineſs. Indeed, without a ſpiritual | 
heart, no truth will be acceptable; no argu- 
ment will be convincing all that Chriſt's 
miniſters can fay will ſeem to you as idle | 
talking, and as the dreams of madmen, 
You muſt poſſeſs, therefore, what you pray 


for 


( 39 ] 
for in the Litany; a heart to hear meekly 
the word of God, and to receive it with 
pure affection, ſo as to bring forth the fruits 
of the ſpirit.” For it is with the ſpiritual, as 
with the natural appetite ; a vitiated palate 


loaths ſound and wholeſome food; a depraved 
and corrupt heart rejects and nauſeates ſound 
and wholeſome doctrine. What is ſaid by 
a heathen poet, concerning the folly and 
puniſhment of an earth-born monarch, may 
not improperly be here introduced; for it 
contains not leſs a leſſon of inſtructive ad- 
monition, than diſplays the beauty of poetical 
fancy. The poet repreſents his king as 
tranflated to heaven, and ſeated at the table 
of the heathen gods; when nauſeating the 
ambroſial food placed before him, he is in- 
ſtantly caſt down into the regions below, 
as an unworthy gueſt, incapable of reliſhing 
heavenly food“. Such is the real condi- 
3 — 1 
Jdc bvarov, oppnrs oxonoi ν,⅛iĩq - 
@av, Tv I avlakos . -G yap - 


rant, weyay bo x £0u- 
v xopeo T'thiv 


” Alav uTeor\ov, 
Tav di walng ö rep - 
ae, xaplepdy avia Xibov, &. | | 
Olymp. I. Epode 2d. — Pindar. 
3 tion, 


L 40 ] 
tion, and will be the inevitable puniſhment 
of all Chriſtians, who having been offered 
a ſeat at the table of their Lord, cannot 
reliſh the heavenly feaſt ; that bread of 
eternal life, which, if they had an appetite to 
partake of, they would never hunger again; 
and that cup of ſalvation, which if they could 
but drink of, they would never thirſt *.“ 
Our Saviour told his apoſtles, before his aſ- 
ſenſion, that there were many things which 
they could not bear yet, as their thoughts 
were too earthly and ſenſual, but that they 
thould be able to comprehend and reliſh all 
things, that were ſpiritual and belonged to 
his kingdom. Accordingly we ſee that when 
the holy ſpirit was ſhed abroad in their hearts, 
they immediately perceived the force of di- 
vine truths, and reliſhed as it were the 
ſtronger food of revelation. So will it be 
with you, when the ſpirit of Ghriſt rules 
and reigns in your hearts, For as long as 
„you are after the fleſh yau will mind the 
things of the fleſh, but when you are after 
the ſpirit, the things of the ſpirit.” At 
preſent, I fear, ſome of you will not relith 
what I have ſaid ; if it be ſo, my concern is 
greater for you than myſelf—l loſe but your 


+ John xvi.20, f Romans viii. 5. 
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approbation—you loſe that of God's. For 
what I have delivered this day, I have the 
ſanction of a good conſcience ; I have the 
ſanction of one of the moſt pious and learned 
of the fathers, who ſays, ſpeaking of the 

miniſtry : It is ſufficient conſolation for 

our labours, and far more than equivalent 
than all, if we may have a teſtimony in our 
conſciences, that we compoſe and regulate our 
ſermons in ſuch a manner as may be approved 
of by God, in whoſe name we ſpeak*.” And 
above all, I have the ſanction of St. Paul for 
not preaching with wiſdom of words, which 
always renders the croſs of Chriſt of none 
effect. For he who preaches © in excellency 
of ſpeechF,” preaches himſelf, and not Chritt ; 
To the unlearned, he ſpeaks in an unknown 
tongue; To the learned, he conveys no ſpi- 
ritual reproof or inſtruction ; for in the diſ- 
play of his literature, and in the loftineſs of 
his expreſſions, the ſubſtance of his doctrine 
is loſt, and the truths of his religion are frit- 
tered away. Happy would it be if St. Paul's 
caution to Timothy was deeply impreſſed 
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upon the minds of the miniſters of God in 
all ages: © Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy 
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N « doctrine; for in doing this, thou ſhalt both 
1 „ fave thyſelf and them that hear thee *.“ 
hi | 


There is a day faſt approaching, when every 
minifter of Jeſus Chriſt will be called upon 
x to give an account of his ſtewardſhip ; and 
x great will be their reward, whoſe works ſhall 
ſtand the teſt of fire, and who, through the 
grace of God, - thall have been found to have 
1 done all in their power, both by ſound doc- 
. trine, godly exhortation, and advice, pious 
5 example and pattern, to preſent every one 
1 of their flock. perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.” For 
we may juſtly conchade, that as the © twelve 
apoftles are to ſet on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael, ' ſo each faithful 8 
miniſter of the Gentile world, will be called | 
on to teſtify for or againſt thoſe to whom he 
has been ſent to preach the Goſpel ; accord- 
ing as they have received his record, accord- 
ing as they have endured his found doctrine, 
and have brought forth fruits correſpondent 
thereto d. Then ſhall all fooliſh, weak, and 
wicked perſons, who have cavilledatthe divine 


* 1 Tim. iv. 16. + Col. i. 28. 
+ Matt. xix. 28. 8 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
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miſſion of Chriſt's miniſters; who have looked 
upon them, either as creatures of the ſtate, 
<< or delegates of the people , fully be con- 
vinced of their real origin, and the awful 
dignity of their office; then ſhall they ſee 
their Divine Maſter making good the pro- 
miſe he made them at his departure, Whoſe 


< ſoever fins ye remit, they are remitted 


« unto them; and whoſe foever ſins ye 
<« retain, they are retained :“ then will 
be clearly demonſtrated, in the fight of men 
and angels, the true nature of that power 
granted unto St. Peter, Whatfoever thou 
<< ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall be bound in hea- 
ven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on 
earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. Then 


will be the day © when wifdom ſhall be juſ- 


5 tified of all her children . -A Judas and 
a Iukan, together with all the followers and 
imitators of their treachery, covetouſneſs, 
and apoſtacy, ſhall «© go to their own place; 


* Well has a moſt able and pious Divine of our Church 
deſcribed the true dignity and origin of the ſacred Mi- 
niſtry, in a Sermon preached at Stoke-Newington, Nov. 
26, 1797, pages 7, 8, ö GASKIN. 


+ John xx. 23. + Matt. xvi. 19. 
$ Luke vii. 35, i As i. 25. 
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whilſt the followers and imitators of the 
| bleſſed apoſtles ſhall enter into the joy of 


their Lord; and all the cenſures they have 
paſſed on the ſcandalous and impenitent, and 


all the abſolutions they have pronounced upon 
true penitents, ſhall be ratified in heaven, and 


confirmed in the laſt judgment. 
Whilſt, then, the long-ſuffering, goodneſs, 


and forbearance of God endureth, receive 


with meekneſs and gladneſs of heart the re- 


cord of thoſe faithful miniſters, whom God 
has ſent in this your generation to bear wit- 
neſs of his beloved Son, and to invite you, 
with all tenderneſs and importunity, to take 


refuge under his covenant, and be ſaved; 


then ve will not be aſhamed to confront them 


before the judgment-ſeat of God, but rather 


will look forward with joyful anticipation to 
that day, when you ſhall hear them bearing 


teſtimony of the faith, and love, and zeal 


you diſplayed, whilſt on earth, in the cauſe 
of your Divine Lord and Maſter. Remem- 


ber, then, as you now believe and walk in 


the Lord Jeſus, ſo will it be ſeen in the laſt 
day, „whether Chriſt has been born for you 
e or againſt you,” whether he has been . ſet 


a 
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In committing you to God, I pray moſt 
fervently, that his eternal Spirit may fo 
5 perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you *,“ 
that your good works may ſo ſhine forth to 
the glory of God on earth, that even in this 
life, in this preſent hour of the power of 
« darkneſs,” you may find a ſhelter and a 
covert from the ſtorm and tempeſt. ' But 
ſhould it be ordered otherwiſe by the wite 
Diſpoſer of all events; ſhould it ſeem good 
unto him that the ſoundneſs, the ſtedfaſtneſs, 
and the patience of your faith ſhould be tried 
and proved by temporal afflictions—may you 
find, what is of a far greater moment, a ſafe 
refuge and a ſure hiding-place in the day of 
the great water-floods, when finners are call- 
ing to the mountains and rocks to fall on 
them, and hide them from the face of him 
that ſitteth on the throne, and from the 
„ wrath of the Lamb.“ My prayer, then, 
is for you, and for all to whom the word of 
the Lord is come, that your faith and their's 
may be found ſo glorious and honourable ;— 
that when all the prophecies have been ful- 
filled ;—that when antichriſt, the beaſt, and 
the falſe prophet, have been vanquiſhed and 


* 1 Pet. v. 10. + | ay vi. 16. 
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„„ 
deſtroyed, and all thoſe who have © received 


„ their mark, and worſhipped their image, caſt 


alive into a lake of fire, burning with brim- 
% ſtone; — that, when the remnant of Iſrael 
have been converted, and the fulneſs of the 


Gentiles come in that, when the Son of 


Man, the Lord of life, beholding the whole 
work of redemption, in all its parts, framed, 
fitted, and completed, thall fay unto his al- 
mighty Father, «It is finiſhed“; —that, when 
the trumpet ſhall ſound, and ſummon all 


people, kindred, and languages, both quick 


and dead, before the awful tribunal of uni- 
verſal juſtice ;—that, when the lower regions 


of the world are wrapt in flames, and the 


heavens are reſounding with inceſſant halle- 
lujahs— Vou, and all to whom the goſpel of 
Chriſt has been revealed, may aſcend to- 


gether into the new and holy Jeruſalem, 


ſinging the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb.“ 


Amen, Amen. 


* John xix. 30. 
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Page 20, line 3, for being, read having been. 
Page 41, note, line 2, for ovuvzionvar, read cvveidnvas. 
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